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 The fact that He walks with us,        

assures us that He is our God 

 And as those who are His people,   

we carry His presence and holiness 

wherever we go 

Therefore, as you think about the days or year 

ahead along with all of its challenges and      

possibilities, let joy, gratitude and peace fill your 

heart – for wherever you go – you, yes, you bring 

God with you!  That makes it a holy place – a 

special place, because you are His holy      

presence.   

Can you imagine the impact you and I can 

have?  As “living temples”, as people made holy 

by faith, we have the great and humbling     

privilege to bring the blessings of God’s grace 

into every life we encounter and every place we 

enter! 

  Pastor Rockey 

A HOLY PLACE ! 

 

For we are a temple of the living God.  As God said, “I will  
live with them and walk among them, and I will be their 
God, and they will be My people.” 

“Therefore, come out from them and be separate,”  says 
the Lord.  2 Cor. 6: 16-17 

Think about this!  You and I are temples of  the  
living God!   Amazing right? That we should be 

blessed with such honor is beyond                 

comprehension.  It is a high calling – a holy   

privilege.   

So as you think about it, maybe you’re thinking, 

“Who me?  I’m unworthy!”  Well that would be  

accurate. I’m not worthy either.  However, this 

hasn’t stopped God from    pouring this blessing 

into our lives.  What a God.  We have been 

made holy through faith in the work of Jesus 

Christ in His death & His resurrection.   

Read those words again carefully, “I will walk 

with them and walk among them, and I will be 

their God and they will be My people.”  Did you 

catch it all? 

 God is walking with you each and 

every day - loving and filling you with 

His holiness 

Coming to      
Amazing Grace !  

Learn more         
beginning        

Sept. 11th…    
check page two for  

details! 

COMING 

SOON 

P A G E  T W O  

Board Talk… Bill 

AGLC MESSENGER 

  As summer comes to an end, we all look forward to 
the return of our "summer birds" who escape the heat 
and  humidity of summer in Florida. This year has 
been an exceptionally hot and dry season in Central 
Florida, although I believe it's been the same   
throughout most of the country.  

We want to thank Pastor 
Biel, once again, for his 
service for the three 
months of Pastor 
Rockey's Sabbatical.   
We are very fortunate to 
have him in our          
congregation and to be 

able to take advantage of his many gifts.  

We also welcome back 
Pastor Rockey from his 
Sabbatical, knowing he is 
rejuvenated, rested and 
excited to get back to his 
flock and ministry here at 
AGLC.  
 

There, as always, is 
much business for our Board of Directors to address: 

 We have now completed a Statement of Faith,        
Marriage Policy, Facility Use Policy, Child        
Protection Policy and are in the process of        
finalizing a Firearms Policy and a Memorial and 
Donation Policy.   

 A special thank you is  noted for Elizabeth Rockey 
and Jeff Robinson for the excellent job they have 
done as Interim Praise Leaders as we continue 
our search for a new Praise Leader.  

 The ECC Board is continuing to work          
autonomously and in conjunction with the Board 
of Directors to make our Early Childhood Center a 
reality. As important steps in this process are   
finalized, we will inform the congregation of the 
progress.  A grand thank you goes out to Ted 
Templeton and the entire ECC Committee for 
their  efforts in this regard.  (See the updates on 
page 3) 

 Other assorted items include: upcoming concerts, 
researching a future Memorial Garden, “The 
Story” forthcoming this October, and the          
possibility of a fundraising Golf Tournament. 

 

If any individuals are  willing to head such a venture. 
please let Pastor or the office know if you are         
interested). 
 

A new website format is being developed and Janice 
Pena has agreed to be our new "Web Master" and is 
being trained by Jeff Robinson. 

 
 On behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish the entire    
congregation a healthy and rewarding final month of     
summer and look forward to everyone's return.  
 
May the Lord Bless, 

 Bill Donaldson 

                                  

Discover the heart of God’s story and the joy that 

comes as you discover and align your story with 

God’s.  

Sign-ups begin Sept. 11—Launch week is Oct. 2      

You will come to understand God’s story as a    

seamless narrative of God and His pursuit of a       

relationship with mankind.  The story is an abridged, 

chronological Bible that reads like a novel. 

Here’s what we envision for Amazing Grace and our 

community following our 31-week journey through 

The Story:  We will gain a better understanding of the 

God we believe in.  The Story will give us a better  

appreciation of our faith roots and a solid foundation 

in applying the Bible to our lives.  We will be equipped 

to have a greater impact for Christ in our lives and 

community.  We look for ALL who are part of AGLC to 

participate. Invite your friends and neighbors to join 

you on this journey through The Story! 

JOIN US: 

 Each week for worship as we explore a major 

story or theme in Pastor’s Message 

 Weekly for one of the Group sessions at AGLC:   

Sun. 6 pm - Weds 7 pm – Thurs. 1pm 

 

“Finding Your Story in God’s Story” 



    P A G E  T H R E E  AGLC MESSENGER 

This change provides the following benefits: 

 Gives adequate lead-time for Facility Design, 

competitive bidding and construction 

 Provides more time in preparing for & Calling 

(hiring) a Director 

 Allow for Licensing well in advance of    

opening 

 More time for marketing 

 Allow us to have current pledged funds in 

hand as expenses are encountered, and   

provide time for additional funding sources to 

cover the increased facility cost. This also 

helps us to continue with our commitment to 

open the ECC Debt Free. 

 

We thank you for your prayers and support.  As more 

information becomes available we will share it, but 

please plan on joining us for a Congregational    
Meeting for an update and Q & A on Sunday,        

October 30, at 11:30.  That will then be followed by 

our Oktoberfest here at Amazing Grace.  In the      

meantime, if you have specific questions, please 

speak to any Member of the ECC Board  

 

 Marla Adrian, Cathy Driller, Jane Nodar,   
Ron Biel, Dick and Cathy Pelletier,            
Ted Templeton, Laurie Ullerly,                    
Jim Bleau, or Pastor Rockey (advisory). 

  The Facilities Sub-Committee includes:              
Marla Adrian, Laurie Ullerly, Pat McDonald, 
Diane Biel, Bob Renner.                              
Director/Personnel currently includes     
(more will soon be needed): Jane Nodar, 

 Ron Biel and Pastor Rockey.  

God continues to bless us as we move forward.    
We have reached a milestone $200,000 in   

commitments. 

Amazing Grace    

Early childhood Center 

                                               IMPORTANT   
   REPORT AND UPDATE 

          August 24, 2016 

Over the past several months, much progress has 

been made by your ECC Board. We thank all those 

who have put so much prayer and work into the    

development of this important new ministry at    

Amazing Grace.   

Over the past two weeks, the ECC Facilities        

Committee and ECC Board have honestly discussed 

some significant factors including: 

Design of the facility that best meets licensing 

requirements and will best provide for a high 

quality program led to a recommendation of a 

facility between 6700 -7000 sf.   

The used modular that was the included in the 

proposal to the congregation in the spring 

was sold.  Therefore, increasing costs by  

almost $100,000 

We have now been informed that an application 

for a License cannot be applied for until the 

building in complete – and the licensing   

process can take 90 days +.   

New regulations for “Back Ground Checks” are 

being implemented in 2017 for schools and 

Day Care facilities, resulting in possibly a 90 

day process 

We believe strongly that the Lord has and continues 

to confirm our decision to serve our community by 

opening an Early Childhood Center!  However, after 

prayerful consideration of the above noted items, we 

looked seriously at our target date for opening.  The 

ECC Facilities Committee, the ECC Board and 

Amazing Grace’s Board of Directors have all         

expressed a desire and commitment to offer the best 

possible program that honors the Lord, blesses our 

community and the families the Lord is calling us to 

serve.  

As a result of the above noted factors and prayers, 

the following was approved:  

The ECC Board and Amazing Grace’s Board      

of Directors approved moving our start (opening 

date) to Monday July 30, 2018. We will not slow 

the process in place, but will seek to move      

forward in an expedient and prayerful way. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

The group will resume after a short summer reprieve . 

 Our first meeting will be on Tues.,  Sept. 20th at 3 pm in 

the Fellowship area.  Please join us.   

For more information, contact Lois Clymer-215-718-3570 

P A G E  F O U R  
AGLC MESSENGER 

A recent thank you note sent by Muriel, Lady Lake 
UMC.  This is where clothing for 2-3 year olds is 
distributed for Love INC (In the Name of Christ) 

Human Care “Clothed with Christ’s Love”   donated 
$300 to ‘Clothe A Kid”, a Love INC program which 
would buy outfits for five school children.  A parent 
and Love INC volunteer shop with the child for the 
outfit.  This way the sizes are correct because the 
student is there to try them on. 

Blessings, Jan Poch 

HUMAN CARE MINISTRY  
 

Mark  
your  
calendars!   

 
 
 
 
Advent by Candlelight will be on Fri., Dec. 9th.   
Our guest vocalist will be Dawn DeNome, a   
Christian woman with a beautiful voice.   
 
We will need you to invite women you know who 
are not attached to a church, who are new to the 
area, or who are not likely to hear the Good News 
of Christmas.   
 
Whom will you invite? Begin to pray about it. 
We will also need hostesses and committee  
members to help with the event.  Can you do 
that?  

 
For more information, contact Betty Eich-847-400-
4527 
 

Mark your calendars!           

MEMBERSHIP FOUNDATIONS  WORKSHOP        

Saturday, September 17th—8:30 –noon.  

   Call the office to sign up     

today.    
 

  NEW MEMBER SUNDAY         

& ORIENTATION            

will be held on                  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

 

 

 

 

 

Women of Grace Resumes! 
                   

All women are invited!  Bring your friends!   
 
Women of Grace will resume after the summer 
recess on the second and fourth Mondays of  
September (Sept.12th and 26th).  We will begin a 
Bible study called “You’ll Get Through This,”    
written by Max Lucado.  Join us at 10:30 am for 
Bible study and sharing.  Bring a brown bag 
lunch, if you wish, and then join us in the           
afternoon to work on a service project to give to 
those in need around us.   
 

We need one or two people who will plan these        
service projects.  (We already have some 
ideas!  We just need the planners!)  If you are in-
terested, please call Betty Eich at 847-400-4527.   
 

See you and your friends on September 12th.   



In Christ Alone" is such a powerful 
statement! In Christ alone, I have my 
identity, I have humility to those  around 
me and the community I live in is built 
around Christ alone.                   
Everything I stand for is in Christ alone! 
Communion is in Christ alone, worship 
is in Christ alone and my baptism is in 
Christ alone! In Christ Alone...We 
Stand!  ~Kaitlin Rockey 

In Christ alone I am not alone. I love attending 
National Youth Gatherings, this  being my 
third, and worshipping alongside of 22,000+. 
This year I served as a Young Adult Volunteer        
experiencing a behind the scenes look of the 

Gathering. While I didn't get to spend much time 
with my Amazing Grace girls, I got to meet 
youth and young adults from around the world 
and engage In conversation with them. They 

came from different backgrounds, different size churches, different 
parts of the world, and spoke different languages but we all stand the 
same: in Christ alone. I am head over heals about Christian community 
because I can see the diversity of the body of Christ. In the word 
"community" there is the word "unity." We are unified by fact that we 
are all  sinners in need of God's grace. How awesome is it that Jesus 
died and rose again for us?! Our identity is no longer sinner but saint, 

not lost but found. Let us, members of the community of 
Christ, celebrate our new identity: recipients of God's Amazing Grace.      
God’s Peace, Love, and Joy, ~Elizabeth Rockey         

Also attending were : Dawn Langley, Bailey & Jordan Huttel 

N.O.W. (Night of Worship) YOUTH TRANSFORMERS-

Over 22,000 youth and adults from all 35 LCMS districts and 14 countries flocked to 

New Orleans for the13th triennial LCMS Youth Gathering, July 16-20. Enjoy the 

beautiful reflections our youth have expressed using the theme “In Christ Alone.” 

The way that there is joy in Community created in Christ alone 

means that we love each other because Jesus first loved us.  We 

may go through struggles, but we will follow His example and 

confess to one another, and we pronounce forgiveness to one 

another – there is joy in these refreshing acts of humility and 

love.  We are social beings created to be with one another.  

Overall, when we have Jesus as our focus we accomplish more 

together and that gives each of us great joy. ~Lois Schaefer  
In Christ Alone you can find many things such as 

an identity, joy, community, and humility.  My   

personal experience made me feel most          

connected to finding community In Christ Alone.  

Part of this was within the Youth Group where I 

felt like I got to know all of the girls better.   Also, 

the large amount of people who shared my same 

belief as me was incredibly comforting.  It was 

almost as if you could wander around the whole 

city of New Orleans and feel that no matter where 

you went, you were surrounded by friends.  My 

personal favorite was all the high fives.  Usually 

it's just something I would do on a field trip with 

my school, see someone in line, give a high five.  

But you know what?  This was practically just 

a giant field trip for Lutherans across the world.  I 

am truly grateful to have gone on this trip with the 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church.  Overall the  

biggest thing I got out of the gathering was, In 

Christ Alone We Stand. ~Olivia Kuhn  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2016 YOUTH GATHERING IN NEW ORLEANS. 

     The National Youth Gathering was an    
experience like no other. "In Christ Alone,” the 
theme of the gathering, has taught me so many 
new great things. I know in Christ alone I have 
real joy that will never fade. My true identity can 
and will only be found in Jesus. Without Christ, 
my life would be nothing. Living as a Christian 
compels me to be more like Him and show the 
humility that he has shown. My life should echo 
His humility. Community can be found every   

where, but the only community we need is the community that is in 
Christ alone. By going to the National Youth Gathering, I have      
witnessed this powerful, Christ centered community. I personally felt 
this community when singing with 25,000 other Christians and   
spending time with my awesome youth group. In Christ Alone we 

stand!    ~ Julia Rockey 

Even when I don't have happiness, I have so much joy in 
Christ. Having Joy in Christ Alone means so much more 
than just being happy. Having true joy in Christ is having 
faith in Him, trusting, and giving your entire heart to Him, 
making him the ruler of your heart. Christ is love, His love 
is joy, therefore if we are an image of Christ, we are love, 
and if we hold onto the hope of His ever present love 
then we have joy. It's a really simple declaration: Joy in 
Christ Alone. I've learned that being a follower of Christ is 
being a living image of love & peace; it's about letting 

Him into our hearts and letting him take control of our lives and 
that is an extremely hard thing to do, but such a humbling    
experience. I've learned that having joy in Christ instead of the 
material things in this world is much more promising and though 
I'm still growing in my faith and relationship with Christ, I know I 
can hold onto the hope of the everlasting Joy that is only in 
Christ Alone. ~ Evelyn Mohammed  

I believe the community of Christ is different from other communities 

because it is accepting. From what I was able to experience at this   

gathering, I was able to fully understand how Jesus has saved me, a 

sinner, and take all of my sin and wrongs away from me. I have also 

been able to learn how much I could learn about this blessing through 

reading Philippians. ~Fall Kuhn 

 

AGLC MESSENGER 
P A G E  F I V E  P A G E  S I X  

 AUGUST 

                             

                         
   

  Phone: 352-748-1201   

             Website: www.amazinggracelc.org                                                 

 

                               AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

   Church Schedule                                                     

    8:00 Traditional Worship   

    9:00 and 11:15  Fellowship                    

    9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School          

  10:15 Praise Worship   

  10:15 Children’s Church    

Altar Guild 

   Sue Livingston         

Children’s Education 

  Linda Schofield         

Life Group Bible Studies 

  Joanne Robinson      

Fellowship 

   Pat Heinz                  

Human Care 

  Jan Poch                    

Membership 

  Terry Bleau           

Outreach 

  Lois Schaefer            

    Board of Directors 
 Bill Donaldson, Pres   

 Jeff Robinson, VP      

 Marla Adrian, Sec      

 Ron Poch, Treas        

 Ted Templeton           

 Jim Bleau                   

 Sandy Sanders          

ANNIVERSARIES 

    YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

 4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl 34484 

Property        

  Mark Winka      

Stewarding                                            

Ron Biel      

Youth                                         

Lois Schaefer                  

 

Your Staff    352-748-1201 

  Pastor Rockey               352-391-3363 

  Adm. Asst., Peggy Ludwig 

  Adm. Asst., Sandy Cashman  

  OPEN, Praise Worship Leader 

  Ruth Bremer, Organist 

  Liz Ringer, Organist 

  Lois Schaefer, Youth Leader 

 

Your Deacons 

  Ralph Grewe       

  Wanda Pierce         

  Bill Schaidt            

  Bob Renner            

  Lois Clymer                     

Jim Bleau    4       

Kim Gramman         4    

Rachel Pfriender                4   

Maureen Labagh    9  

John Dawe  12      

Kyle Gramman   12       

Victoria McCabe              13       

Ivon Page                16      

Ron Poch                 21      

Karen Winka        22       

Rachel Rockey  23 

Marilyn Kollmorgen        23     

Mary Alice Beaty 26      

Nancy Beelke               30       

Bob Van Ham  30 

                      SEPTEMBER          

John Mitchell                     2       

Nathan Page    4     

Janet Winka   11       

Bill Tuerk       12       

Bill Schaidt   17    

Brian Barnes   20    

Adrienne Madison  21   

Betty McDonald   30 

 

 

           AUGUST 

Lyle & Nancy Mueller      5        

Bob & Kathy Renner      9      

Kathy & Teal Trendowski   15     

Ray & Miko Jones                16   

Butch & Cheri Goodhue    19    

Jim & Terry Bleau                23   

Ron & Jan Poch                   29     

Ted & Karen Templeton     29       

 SEPTEMBER                            

Pete & Judie Gemuenden     3  

Adrienne Madison           3 

Marilyn & (Harry) Shimer       4   

Dave & Mary Alice Beaty       6     

Pat & Betty McDonald            7 

Sandy Cashman & (Mark)      9   

Bill & Lynn Tuerk       22  

Jim & Pat Heinz        28   

Ivon & Brenda Page              29 

NOTE:  Cathy Driller is handling all ads for Amazing Grace.  If you need 

to publicize an event at Amazing Grace, or your group at church has 

blessed the community in some way, and you’d like to share it, contact 

Cathy at ecdriller@gmail.com. 

Lepers…                   

I heal Lepers 

   OUR MISSION: Transforming lives through 

Christ for Today and Eternity by Inviting, 

Inspiring and Involving. 

AGLC MESSENGER 

BIRTHDAYS 


