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A Holy Purpose Indeed 
 

 “Pastor, it took a lot of guts to say what 
you did in your sermon!”  “Pastor, we all needed 
to hear what you have been sharing.”  “Pastor, 
what you are speaking is the truth.  This is our 
call, this is our holy purpose.”  The individual who 
spoke those words to me was exactly right.  Our 
holy purpose is God’s purpose, the purpose for 
which His Church exists…to reach a lost and     
dying world that without Christ is without hope for 
this life or the next.  Or maybe to put it another 
way, we’re soldiers in a holy war! 
 
 Those words aren’t very gospel sounding 
are they?  But they’re true.  We are called to put 
on the armor of God and to stand firm in the face 
of the devil’s attacks (Ephesians 6: 10ff), and our 
battle is not just for our own salvation, but for that 
of others as well.  I believe that in a number of 
ways, Amazing Grace has been about that very 
thing from its inception.  We as the Body of 
Christ, the Church, are called by our Lord to be 
His presence in the world in which we live.  We 
are called together in the Church to be fed,       
encouraged, and assured of God’s unceasing 
grace.  For that we rejoice and give Him our 
praise!   
 
Yet as I said Sunday, “It’s not all about us!”  So 
one of the ways we reflect that belief is  in sharing 
what we have with this dying world…to reach out 
and build bridges to those who are not like us, to 
those who are living in darkness, to those who 
are living contrary to God’s will and to those who 
are, alone, abandoned, forgotten,  hurting and in 
despair.  We have the precious message of 

God’s incredible love. 
 
 As soldiers in this holy war, we know what 
we are fighting for – life eternal.  The Church’s  
focus is not to make people be more like us, but 
to introduce them to the Lord who will make them 
like Him and give them real life.  Our calling is to 
daily take advantage of every opportunity we 
have to bring the message of His hope to those 
He sends us.  The world in which we find our-
selves doing church or doing ministry is very    
different today…but the objective is the same, to 
reach those without Jesus before it’s too late. 
  
 Now I realize that not everyone agrees 
with this as the primary purpose of the church. I 
can understand, but please don’t miss the big  
picture.  I am not proposing that the church as an 
institution be done away with.  On the contrary, I 
believe that God has wonderfully used the church 
over the ages to further His saving work.  But at 
the same time, as Christ’s servants, we are must 
begin to look at how we can more effectively    
accomplish our calling or win this holy war…each 
and every one of us. 
 
 And that’s where we are…serious about not 
only supporting, feeding, comforting, guiding,   
loving and ministering to those already part of 
God’s family, but also about reaching those not 
yet believers.  Here’s the challenge – to daily arise 
and say, “As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.”  To get up and know that the Lord has 
already planned who you can be a bridge builder 
to and who you can wage holy war with Satan for.  
Let us each daily take to heart God’s command to 
“make disciples.”  Engage, encourage, love, 
speak to those He sends you and watch how He 
will work through you for their good and the    
Kingdom’s growth! 
 
Honored and thankful to serve together! 
                Pastor Rockey 
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A Quick Update: 
 

These past months have been very busy times with 

many, many activities taking place at Amazing 

Grace.  We had the beginning of our new service on 

Sunday evenings, Lenten services, the Women’s 

retreat with WendySue, Church Directory photos, a 

golf outing, three concerts, and sending a Mission 

team to Haiti.  That is a lot of exciting activities; and 

each one required a small army of volunteers!!  I 

would like to extend my personal thank you for all 

the people that volunteered for any of the above 

events.  We couldn’t have done these without your 

assistance. 
 

The Board is currently in the process of electing or 

re-electing officers.  In the upcoming weeks their 

biographies will be posted in the bulletin for review.  

The elections will take place at the Sunday, May 6
,
 

9:30am, Congregational meeting.   
 

On the Horizon:  
 

Thanks to Bob VanHam, we now have  a street light 
out at the entrance at Rainey Trail. 

The Board is currently discussing the following 
items: 

~ A Marketing team.   
      The thought is this team would be  
      responsible for creating a consistent look 

throughout all of Amazing Grace’s literature, 
policies, ads, etc. 

~ A Security/Safety/Disaster team to develop a 
comprehensive plan for the church. 

 
I would also like to give a big THANKS to our great 

office staff, Sandy and Donna for all their efforts and 

support.      

     Jeff Robinson, President 

 
NEWS FROM THE HAITI MISSION 

TRIP TEAM 
 

 

The water reservoir in this picture was a 

gift from the Boston Mothers Club so that 

the village of Colminy might have a safe  

water supply.  The reservoir was filled, 

cracks developed and all the water leaked 

out.  The day our mission trip team was 

there, school was canceled because there 

was not enough water to boil the rice for 

the children’s lunch.  They are desperate 

for water in this dry community.  The cost 

to repair the cracked reservoir is $3000.  

Already, $2100 has been received at 

Amazing Grace toward filling this urgent 

need.   

 

If you are interested in participating to get 

safe water to the people, please see  

Pastor Rockey. 

The Reservoir at Colminy 

OUTREACH 
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OUTREACH 

Haiti Mission Trip, April 14-21, 2018 
 

L to R: Joyce Meyer, Dale Meyer, Pastor Rockey, Lois Schaefer, Martha Rockey 

Our mission work 
included: 

 
 

Orphange at L’Orange 
 

Four Eyeglass clinics  
 

Packing & distributing 
Food Packages 

 

Passing out  
clothing  

 

VBS 
 

Garden project 
 

Church services 
 

 
Every night 
ended in  
discussions 
and review 
of the day, 
plans and prep 
for the next 
day  
and nightly 
devotions. 



Early Learning  
Childhood Center 
Groundbreaking         
Sunday, Oct 15 

 

Things are moving along at the ELC as we get closer and closer to opening.   
Here are some FAQ’s and the answers: 

 

Is the building done? 
Yes, the structure of the building is done.  We are in the process of installing a fire alarm system, phone and internet.  
We anticipate that will all be completed by the first week of May.  After that, we will begin the process of setting up 
the rooms with supplies and equipment.  We will keep you posted on plans to celebrate the completion of the    
physical part of our Center! 
 

How about landscaping? 
We are working with landscapers on plans and will be adding plants to the front of the building and the west side as 
well as the playground area in back. 

 

When will the playground be finished? 
We have a great playground plan and have ordered equipment, including shade, that is being custom-made and will 
be installed in mid to late May.  The playground area will include a concrete trike path, artificial turf and mulch.  It 
will be fenced in when it is complete. 

 

Will there be a driveway to get to the parking area? 
Yes.  There will be a driveway leading north from the current church parking area and turning east to lead to the 
parking spaces.  At this time, there is no money in the budget for additional pavement or parking. 
 

Are you advertising for students? 
Florida licensing provisions prohibit us from doing any official advertising until we have applied for our license, 
which we anticipate will happen mid to late May.  We are currently working on signage, a website and facebook 
page.  We will also have info cards that you will be able to give to people you meet.  In the meantime, if you meet 
someone who is interested, please have them call the church office number (352-748-1201) and ask for Julie.  We 
will take their information and notify them once we are able to give tours and enroll students. 

 

Have you hired any teachers? 
We are currently looking for staff members but will not hire anyone until June or July once we know what to       
anticipate for enrollment.  If you know of someone who is interested, have them email Julie:  
elc.director@AmazingGraceLC.org.  Please continue to pray for qualified Christian staff. 
 

ELC Newsletter  
May 2018 

Julie Bedard, Director 
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Can I volunteer? 
Absolutely!  In July, Julie will have a list of volunteer options for those who want to actually work with children or in 
the reception area or doing “behind the scenes” work.  There are state requirements for volunteers and training that we 
will have to follow. 

 

Is there anything you need? 
Watch for information on items we will need that you can purchase or collect or build or make in the next few weeks.  
Always check with Julie before purchasing or donating anything.  Please do not just bring something and drop it off. 
 

How is the fund-raising going? 
We have been SO blessed with the generous giving of members and friends that have made this ministry possible.  It 
is amazing that we have raised over $800,000 in this small amount of time.  Our goal is to open debt-free, and we are 
about $65,000 short of doing that.  So we are still welcoming financial donations and pledges of any amount. 

 

What else can I do to help? 
Pray, pray, pray!  Pray for the funding we need to reach our goals, for qualified Christian staff members, for children 

and families who need to hear God’s Word.  Thank God for the countless hours and energy put in by the ELC Board 

and others who have helped bring us this far.  Thank Him for our wonderful building and the safety of the construc-

tion crew.   

   ELC Newsletter        May 2018      

Julie Bedard, Director  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 L to R: 

 

Bill Slade 
 

Pat & Carol         
Fagan                      

 

Georgann  

          Ned & Chris Gottleber        Neal & Mary Hicks 

               L to R: 
 
Rev. Kelly & Julie Bedard 
 
Elsie & Ron Schmidt 

 
RECEPTION OF NEW 

MEMBERS  
 

SUNDAY,  
MARCH 11, 2018 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

"The Power of Communication " 
Workshop 

 

How To Be Authentic With God 
And Others 

Greg Dwyer 
Mar. 4 at 
AGLC 

THE GARMS FAMILY 
 

February 15  
at AGLC 

PETER MEYER CONCERT 
March 15 at AGLC 

 CHARLES JOHNSON CONCERT 
 April 8 at AGLC 

  0 

CONCERT SERIES 
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REFLECTIONS 

AGLC MESSENGER 

Your donations are helping needy students at 

Belleview Middle School.  

“The Rock” is a pantry with food, clothing, shoes, 

 personal hygiene items and school supplies.   

        Thank you  for your donations. 

HUMANCARE 

“Divine Destinations” Women’s  
Retreat 2018 

 

Amazing Grace, March 23-24 

Our retreat leader was Wendysue 
Fluegge, a Lutheran musician and 
worship leader from Menomonee 
Falls, Wis. We are pleased that she 
came to Amazing Grace. 



   OUR MISSION: Transforming lives 
through Christ for Today and Eternity by 

Inviting, Inspiring and Involving. 

  Church Schedule—Sunday                                                   
    8:00 Traditional Worship   
    9:00 and 11:15  Fellowship                    
    9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School          
  10:15 Praise Worship   
  10:15 Children’s Church  
    5:30  Worship Service thru April 

4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl  34484   
 

        www.amazinggracelc.org       
    

352-748-1201 

                               AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

    YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

Altar Guild  
Janice Pena            816-453-3527          
Ruth Collver            727-519-5356 
Children’s Education 
Linda Scholfield     352-307-3063 
Life Groups 
Joanne Robinson  309-922-7346 
Fellowship  
 open           
Human Care 
 Jan Poch          508-982-6337 
Membership 
 Terry Bleau          352-259-7528 
Outreach 
 Lois Schaefer      352-750-5839 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Robinson, PR   309-922-7346  
Sandy Sanders VP 314-651-3353 
Peg Ludwig, Sec    336-259-5449  
Ron Poch Treas     352-245-1842   
Marla Adrian           407-927-8845 
Marie Schriefer       352-399-5200 
Ted Templeton       414-940-6004 

Property 
  Mark Winka            314-717-4133 
Stewarding 
  Adrienne Madison   518-242-6356 
Youth 
  Pastor Rockey        352-391-3363 
 

     YOUR STAFF     352-748-1201 
Pastor Rockey          352-391-3363 
Adm. Asst. Donna Battard 
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman 

 

      YOUR DEACONS 
Lois Clymer  215-718-3570 
Ralph Grewe  352-753-8085 
Ed Johnson  362-860-1203 
Liz Johnson  362-860-1203 
Wanda Pierce 352-391-9791 
Bob Renner  770-380-4617 
John Wolf             586-246-8172 

APRIL           
Bernie & Iris Holzapfel 15       
Bernie  & Edythe Bork  24 
 
MAY                
Robert & Amy Manning   5       
Shelly & Sandy Young   11       
Dick & Kathy Pelletier    18         
Bill & Chris Donaldson   20    
Chuck & Sue Livingston 20 

 

APRIL                               
Iris Holzapfel  3            
Jim Heinz  7        
Gunnard Fredrickson 8          
Fall Kuhn  8            
Todd King  9            
Joanne Robinson           9             
Karen Templeton          11          
Flora Kline             12        

Ruth Bremer                 13          
Deb Kroninger              16           
Ned Gottleber            18       
Debra Kiley                   18         
Pam Long             20        
Chris Gottleber              22           
Donna McArdle             26          
Sally Glick                     28     
Sandy Sanders             28          
Judie Gemuenden        30 

MAY                                       
ShellyYoung         1         
Gary Gramman  3        
Nancy Lynch   7          
Barb DeLong  8          
Ron Biel            16          
Betty Eich            16       
Ralph Grewe            20            
Ed Eich             22       
Doug Brodbeck            23         
John Kiley            25        
Peggy Ludwig              26            
Bill Ingle                       29            
Linda Bull            30        
Mary Hicks            31 




