
Darkened with sin in our lives.  Stiff with hardened 
hearts and calluses from returning time and time again 
to our sins.  Yes, the costumes of the shepherds fits us   
perfectly...and that is exactly why the Lord came on 
Christmas. 

Jesus came for poor shepherds like us.  He came for 
those who are darkened by the sins of this life, those 
who are stiff and smelly.  Yes, Jesus came for all. Jesus 
came for you and He came for me.  He came and He 
took our sin-clothes and He bore them all the way to the 

cross. There He paid the price for our 
sins—and then—He placed His white robe of 
righteousness on us! 
  

               What an amazing God!   

 

 

 

 

 

                      

          Pastor Rockey 

 December 2015 

Volume 10, Issue 5 

Rejoicing resources for Advent and Christmas - Concordia Publishing 

The world wants us to go-go-go during Advent and Christmas, but our Lord bids us to pause, to repent, to 

reflect and to rejoice in Him.  Here are a few LCMS resources to assist you in doing just that! 

 Want to learn more about why Advent starts out the Church Year? go to lcms.org/worship/sundays-seasons  

 Ever think Advent seems like one big baby shower?  Think again at lcms.org/lw/advent-baby-shower 

 Wondering what to pray for during Advent and Christmas?  

Download a prayer calendar at lcms.org/prayforus 

 Want help coping with depression, loneliness and stress this 

Christmas?                       

Check out lcms.org/lw/awe-full-christmas 

 

Burlap Shepherds and Satin Angels 
 

Do you remember those Christmas pageants from      
childhood?  For weeks each Sunday we’d practice    
Christmas carols, recite our lines over and over.  Then 
came the week of the Dress Rehearsal and we’d be fitted 
with our costumes. The girls got to be angels in white 
satin dresses, with wings and halos…but the boys who 
were shepherds wore unbleached stiff burlap. Somehow I 
still remember the feel, the look and the smell of those 
burlap costumes…and I still associate that rough burlap 
with Christmas        
because it tells 
the Christmas 
story best. 

White, as worn 
by the angels,      
conveys      
purity and      
holiness.  In     
contrast, the     
burlap more     
accurately       
reflects our     
condition.  Merry &Blessed Christmas ! 

P A G E  T W O  
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REJOICE!    

Photos by Betty Eich, quilts by Maureen Labagh in       

Fellowship area of AGLC. 

OPEN THE DOOR OF YOUR HEART 

It’s December and preparations for Christmas 

are underway. Unfortunately, for some, this is a 

period of great stress, inadequate sleep, and 

too much business.  Is this what Advent is all 

about?  Jesus said, “Here I am!  I stand at the 

door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, 

and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). What a 

pleasant request!  Shut the door of the world.  

Open the door of your heart.  Let the King of 

Glory come in!  He is the 

One we honor and proclaim!   

He is the One due our       

allegiance and our service. 

Enjoy fellowship with Jesus! 

 

PRAYER:  Lord, thank You 

for sending Your Son to 

show me how much You love 

me.  Help me to respond faithfully to Your love.  

Help me to minimize the distractions during my 

Christmas preparations so that I can focus on 

You.  In Your precious name I pray.  Amen. 

 

Blessings on your stewardship Journey! 

STEWARDING 

A Christmas message in art... 

 

An Advent Poem 

by 

Pat Mitchell, AGLC 

 

Stir up our voices, O Lord, in song of praise!  

  Let us celebrate Jesus, who was born into 

our world so long ago.  Guide us, Lord, along the 

path to Bethlehem.  Protect us against anything 

that would turn our eyes away from You. 

 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and make us ready to 

welcome You when You come again in glory!  

Remove our fears, our worries, our sorrows as we 

lean more fully on You, trusting in You, hoping in 

You, believing in Your words and promises. 

 

Show us Your love, O Lord!  Allow us the     

privilege of serving You, the One who first served 

us so we may live. Help us to receive thankfully-

give generously-laugh joyfully-work humbly-love 

unconditionally. 

 

Stir up Your Power, O Lord, and reveal Your 

presence in our world!  Open our eyes to all the 

ways You work among us.  Open our ears to the 

sound of Your voice, and open our mouths to 

speak of Your love-to tell the true story of    

Christmas today and all year through. 

~ 

STEWARDING 



P A G E  T H R E E  

Board Talk… Bill 

AGLC MESSENGER 

 

At our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 6
th

, 
about 65 members heard a Year End report and were  
informed of the 2016 Ministry Plans.  They then voted to 
approve our 2016 Budget.  The Lord has blessed us    
tremendously at Amazing Grace in so many ways, our 
finances being one of them.  Our budget will present a 
challenge as we now must pay the principal part of the 
mortgage, more than $3,200 additionally per month.  I am 
confident that as we grow in our walk with our Lord, and 
he continues to bless us, we will meet this challenge as 
we have met our previous challenges.  We are also   
awaiting the report from Daedalus Research on our Early 
Childhood Center.  On February 14

th 
there will be one   

service at 10:15 a.m. and a presentation will be made at 
the service conclusion concerning the findings on the  
feasibility of an Early Childhood Center for Amazing 
Grace.  Please mark your calendars.  Additionally, the 
Board continues to work on the District recommended 
policies on a variety of issues:  Statement of Faith; Facility 
Use; Marriage; Child  Protection; Firearms.  These      
policies, as they are finished and approved by the Board, 
will be available in the church office for anyone to review.  
We also welcome any input the congregation may        
provide.  Simply speak to one of the Board members.  As 
of Dec. 8, 2015, we have completed policies on Marriage 
and  Facility Use. 

Let me conclude by saying thank you to all for your      
support, diligence, effort and dedication to our Lord, our 
church and one another. 

 On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, I would like to 

wish all our members and friends of Amazing Grace a most 

blessed and joyous Christmas.  It is the season where we 

tend to realize our blessings and become a little more 

thankful than we might be the remainder of the year.  Is it 

not true that our lives become so busy, even in our        

retirement years, that we sometimes neglect the little 

things, fail to spend sufficient time on items that matter 

most, and simply don’t maintain the relationships with 

those we love, as we should?  Christmas usually makes us 

address these issues more directly, as we should.  Let us 

remember the object lesson from Pastor Rockey’s sermon 

on December 6th where the jar, representing our lives, can 

be filled with so many small items (the sand and pebbles), 

that it makes no room for the large items (the rocks), which 

are the really important aspects of our life. May we all 

deeply reflect this season on what is most important in our 

life: Our Lord, our families, our friends, and make sure they 

remain our primary focus all year long. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Merry Christmas  

Front Row L to R: Ralph Grewe - Deacon Representative, Ron Poch - Board Treasurer, Sharon Sperley, Marla Adrian - Secretary.      

Back Row L to R: Sandy Sanders, Jim Bleau, Jeff Robinson - Board Vice President, Bill Donaldson - Board President. 

May the joy of this season be with us all year long ...Bill Donaldson 

    P A G E  F O U R  AGLC MESSENGER 

SAY HELLO TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS AT AMAZING GRACE 

(Jim) & Catherine Lantelme 

Orville & Ruth Weber 

Doug & Nancy Brodbeck 

Jan Page 

COMING UP IN CONCERT—2016 

November 8, 2015 

DON WHARTON IN CONCERT                 
Amazing Grace, Thursday, Jan. 28

th
 – 7 pm 

 
Don Wharton lives in Fort Wayne, IN, the town 
he grew up in. He left a teaching and coaching 
position at Concordia College in Ann Arbor, MI 
to pursue a full-time music ministry.  He has  
performed over 3,000 concerts at churches, 
schools and conventions in all 50 states and 3 
foreign countries.  He has written over 250 
songs, recorded 20 album projects, written 3 
books and 5 screenplays, and survived one 
plane crash. 

JAIME JORGE IN CONCERT   
 Amazing Grace, Sunday, Mar. 20

th
 – 7 pm 

 
From High School auditoriums to magnificent 
cathedrals, from simple church programs to 
Carnegie Hall, Jaime’s music can inspire,  
uplift, and bring peace. For over two decades, 
through 15 albums and more than 2,500   
concerts in North and South America, 
Europe, Australia, and Asia, Jaime’s music 
has touched the lives of millions. It can touch 
yours too. 

These concerts are brought to this congregation, not only for our own entertainment and           

enrichment, but also as a wonderful outreach tool to invite others to Amazing Grace.  We will 

need help in several areas for both of these concerts; parking, snacks, ushers and other 

needs.  There is no charge for either concert but there will be a goodwill offering taken up to   

support the ministries.  For more information, contact: Teri Bleau, 352-259-7528. 
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    Sunday’s  9:15-9:45 am 

Youth Bible Study & Devotions 

Monday’s 6:30– 8:30 pm  

      Amazing Grace 

     Lutheran Church 

HUMAN CARE 

Clothed in Christ’s Love provided new and much  

appreciated Back-to-School Clothes for children at         

Wildwood Elementary.  LOVE abounds! 

NOW (Night of Worship)-Amazing Grace Youth bring  
worship to Promise Hospital the first Monday evening of 
each month during Night of Worship. . 
 

December 20th-Christmas Caroling with soup supper to 
follow-2:30 pm. 
 

December 21st-Youth Ugly Christmas Sweater Party-6:30
-8pm  - Youth grades 6th-12th join us as we celebrate the 
season in fun and fellowship with one another!   
 

January 3rd-T-shirt Fundraiser presale begins in between 
services.  Help our youth raise funds to attend National 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July! 
 

January 18th- Night of Worship at Steak-n-Shake. 
 

February 12th-Hillsong United/Rend Collective Concert in 
Orlando. 
 

February 14th-Valentine’s Day Brunch Fundraiser, 12 pm 
after Joint 10:15 Worship Service 
 

Leading 

the 

Praise 

Worship 

Service 

in Song 

Nov. 

2015 

YOUTH TRANSFORMERS 

God loves you and so do I 

 Do You Know? 

Do you know? Well, of course you know — He came! How could you help but know? Every year, the carols 

ring and choirs sing of Bethlehem and silent nights. Anthems tell of angels on high, a star in the sky,     

shepherds in fields, and a Baby born in a manger on Earth. Everyone knows, or so it seems. 

Do you know? Yes, you know — He comes! You see it, because He has put in you the eyes of faith. You find 

Him in the Bread and Wine, discover Him in Word and worship, experience Him through His Spirit’s work in 

you. He comes! Daily He comes to heal and comfort, forgive and strengthen, and light the way ahead. Not 

everyone knows, but you do. 

Do you know?  Yes, you know — He will come again! And this is what Advent is all about. A time of           

anticipation, a time to prepare our eyes to see Him return to Earth in glory. A time for each heart to ask, “Am 

I ready for His coming?” A time to turn our thoughts to so many who are not ready. A time to fill our hearts 

with the joyous promise that we so often forget — He will come again. A time to welcome all, because not 

everyone knows.  ~PatMitchell,AGLC 2014 

Do You Know? 

Do you know? Well, of course you know — He came! How could you help but know? Every year, the carols 

ring and choirs sing of Bethlehem and silent nights. Anthems tell of angels on high, a star in the sky,     

shepherds in fields, and a Baby born in a manger on Earth. Everyone knows, or so it seems. 

Do you know? Yes, you know — He comes! You see it, because He has put in you the eyes of faith. You find 

Him in the Bread and Wine, discover Him in Word and worship, experience Him through His Spirit’s work in 

you. He comes! Daily He comes to heal and comfort, forgive and strengthen, and light the way ahead. Not 

everyone knows, but you do. 

Do you know? Yes, you know — He will come again! And this is what Advent is all about. A time of         

anticipation, a time to prepare our eyes to see Him return to Earth in glory. A time for each heart to ask, “Am 

I ready for His coming?” A time to turn our thoughts to so many who are not ready. A time to fill our hearts 

with the joyous promise that we so often forget — He will come again. A time to welcome all, because not 

everyone knows.  ~PatMitchell,AGLC 2014 

  

December 

Pat Timmis       1 

Sandy Young      2   

Kameron Gramman                     4    

Ed Perry       4 

Donna Nelson      7 

Fred Trinkle      8 

Chuck Livingston    13 

Barbara Montoya    13 

Sandy Van Ham    23 

Ivy King     31 

    
         January 

Harry Shimer       1 

Sue Livingston      3 

Earl Morris    12 

Johanna Cognato    15 

Carol Ingle    15 

Pat Heinz     16 

Linda Scholfield    17 

Kaitlin Rockey    18 

Martha Rockey    19 

Elizabeth Rockey    21 

Lori Rockey    22 

Heidi Zerbe    22 

Ken Mitchell    24 

December 

Thom & Linda Bull                  26 

Brian & Diane Barnes                 27 

Bob & Marilyn Kollmorgen                 28 

(Andy) & Jane Nodar                 28 

Ron & Diane Biel                  31
  

January 

Jeff & Joanne Robinson   8 

Earl & Dorothy Morris                 11 

Ray & Suzanne Brown                 30 

                             

                         Phone: 352-748-1201   

             Website: www.aglclcms.org                                                 

       Visit us at: amazinggracelc@yahoo.com                                                      

   Transforming lives through Christ for Today and 

Eternity by Inviting, Inspiring and Involving. 

             AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

   Church Schedule                                                     

    8:00 Traditional Worship   

    9:00 and 11:15  Fellowship                    

    9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School          

  10:15 Praise Worship   

  10:15 Children’s Church    

Altar Guild 

   Sue Livingston        352-399-2236 

Children’s Education 

  Linda Schofield        352-307-3063 

Life Group Bible Studies 

  Joanne Robinson     309-922-7346 

Fellowship 

   Pat Heinz                 414-421-0794 

Human Care 

  Jan Poch                   508-982-6337 

Membership 

   Terry Bleau          352-446-7322 

Outreach 

  Lois Schaefer           352-750-5839 

    Board of Directors 
 Bill Donaldson, Pres  352-561-4154 

 Jeff Robinson, VP     309-922-7346 

 Marla Adrian, Sec     407-927-8845       

 Ron Poch, Treas       352-245-1842 

 Sharon Sperley         352-751-0520 

 Jim Bleau                  352-259-7528 

 Sandy Sanders         314-651-3353 

ANNIVERSARIES 

                              YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

 4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl 34484 

Property        

  Mark Winka     314-717-4133                      

Stewarding                                            

Ron Biel  352-399-5015  

Youth                                    

Brandy Frazier  623-707-7720  

 

Your Staff   352-748-1201 

  Pastor Rockey    

  Adm. Asst., Peggy Ludwig 

  Adm. Asst., Sandy Cashman  

  Aaron Miller, Praise Worship Leader 

  Ruth Bremer, Organist 

  Liz Ringer, Organist 

  Brandy Frazier, Youth Leader 

 

Your Deacons 

  Ralph Grewe      352-753-8085           

  Wanda Pierce        352-391-9791    

  Bill Schaidt           352-391-1008     

  Bob Renner           770-380-4617 

  Lois Clymer                    215-718-3570              

BIRTHDAYS 

Due to a slight hearing problem, history 

does not remember Doug and Gary, 

chicken herders of  Bethlehem. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE Candlelight Worship 

6:30 pm 


