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JOINING JESUS ON HIS MISSION 
 

For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building 

~ 1 Corinthians 3:9 
 

Read carefully the above words from the Apostle 
Paul, remembering that these words are inspired by 
the Spirit of the Lord. Read them again. Now aren’t 
you amazed?  God has said that all of us are His 
“fellow workers.” That means that God is working in 
and through you and me!  
 

God could have chosen to just handle it Himself, or 
designate certain people…but He chose to work 
through all who are His followers. Therefore in this 
text we have the image that we are the “field”, the 
place, the setting in which God is working. Picture 
this – the people around you were planted there by 
the Lord, in your field, for you to serve and come 
along side of them in His place. 
 

Too often we think we’ve got to have some “plan”, or 
“program” or “ministry” or project before we can 
serve as God’s witnesses and servants. But this 
verse is about us recognizing that God is already at 
work. Our task therefore becomes one of discovering 
and “Joining Jesus on His Mission.” Joining Him 
right where He is already at work, such as: 

With someone going through a difficult time 
In helping someone struggling through some 

hardship or loss to see Jesus is right there 
and ready to carry them through their        
circumstances 

Helping a friend, family member or acquaintance 
discover that there is a God who cares not 
only about this life but beyond as well. 

 

Amazing Grace began as a Mission Church. That term 
carries different meanings from... we were a “new start 
up or church plant” to “we had our eyes and hearts open 
to recognizing and responding to the needs of the        
community (world) around us. Today, Amazing Grace 
remains a mission church – one that is here not only to 
celebrate the gifts of God, but is here still to live as 
God’s “fellow workers”, His “field” through which He is at 
work. So our mission statement is:  We exist to  transform 
lives through Christ for today & eternity by Inviting, Inspiring 
and Involving. 
 

Like individuals, congregations should at times take time 
to reflect, pray and consider again the purpose for which 
we exist; how well we are doing what we have set out to 
do and to identify what God is calling us to do in our next 
phase of life. This February and March, we will be doing 
just that.  Amazing Grace has been blessed to have 
Rev. Mike Mast, Mission & Outreach Executive Director 
of the Northern Illinois District (LCMS) join us in a 
“Mission & Visioning Process.”   
 

All who are part of Amazing Grace are asked to join us 
for two (yes – we need you at both) Meetings to:  

Celebrate who we are and what the Lord has done 
through us 

Evaluate how we are doing and how that aligns with 
our current mission 

Understand the realities of the culture we serve in 
today 

Explore where the Lord is leading, and 
Define what our mission going forward will be and 

how we accomplish this. 
This is an interactive workshop type setting. You will be 
encouraged, inspired and grow. We pray each of us will 
have not only understand what we’re about, but have 
personal ownership in the “field” and mission that the 
Lord is calling us to live. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 Saturday February 11, 2 -5 pm followed by Dinner 
 Saturday March 18, 2-5 pm followed by Dinner 
More information will be coming soon.  Plan now and 
SIGN UP at church! 
   



P A G E  T W O  AGLC MESSENGER 

     Your Board of Directors wishes you a truly 

blessed and healthy and prosperous new year.  It 

seems like the years are much shorter than they 

ever were before aren’t they!  Well, 2016 was a 

very busy year for AGLC. We witnessed a solid 

growth in our membership and our finances are 

solid as well and we praise the Lord for these   

successes.   

     We also moved forward in numerous areas, 

some of which include the following:   

~ Our goal of establishing an Early Childhood  

Center is on target and we anticipate the opening 

in August of 2018.  Much more information will be 

forthcoming on the ECC as progress is made.         

~ We instituted a Child Protection Policy to go 

along with our other polices on Marriage, Facility 

Use, and a Statement of Faith.   

~ We gave a needed Sabbatical to Pastor Rockey 

for 3 months last summer.             

~ We instituted communion at both Sunday        

services.   

~ We instituted electronic giving at our Church.  

~ We established a Ministry Flow chart for all our 

Ministries and groups.   

~ We established a Memorial Garden and will    

begin construction this year.  

~ We began The Story as a 31 week Bible Study 

involving over 200 people.   

~ We established a new website.   

~ We reinstated our Golf Tournament as a fund 

raiser for the ECC.  

~ We established a concert committee.    

~ We held our annual ABC gathering at church and 

held our first Oktoberfest on our grounds.  

~ We hired a new Administrative Assistant and a 

new singer/ keyboardist for our praise band  

     Please allow me to thank each and every one 

of you that played some role in any of these 

events.  

     For the upcoming year we immediately have 

a number of important issues on our docket:  

~ We will be exploring the installation of          

additional light poles in the parking lot for our 

safety.   

~ We have scheduled two Mission Vision     

Seminars (2/11 and 3/18) where Pastor Mike 

Mast will provide his expertise on assisting 

AGLC in maintaining our mission and vision.      

~ We will once again be implementing a        

Pastoral Evaluation process as our constitution 

requires.   

~ We will be beginning the nomination process 

for elections in May to the BOD.  Please pay   

attention to all future information on the process.             

   The Board of Directors represents the entire 

membership of AGLC and every member has 

access to the deliberations and work of your 

BOD. You should feel free in bringing concerns 

to your BOD. I remind everyone that we are all 

serving our Lord and Savior to the best of our 

ability and we need your support and prayers as 

we move forward. 

 

              Thank you and may the Lord Bless        

                               Bill Donaldson 

Board Talk… Bill 

        BECOME A PART OF GOD’S TEAM AT     

AMAZING GRACE  
  

BECOME A MEMBER !   
It is good when God’s people honor Him by joining together 

for mutual encouragement, celebration of God’s gifts,     

service and witness. 

 

You are invited to join us for our next Foundations       

Workshop on Sat. Mar. 4, 8:30-noon.  New Member Sunday 

will then be Mar. 12.                

Sign up today or talk to Pastor Rockey to learn more. 

Our Youth are headed to the FL-GL District High 
School Youth Gathering Feb. 18-20 ! 



    P A G E  T H R E E  AGLC MESSENGER 

OUTREACH MINISTRY– Lois Schaefer 

      You see me pictured with some of the  
faithful teachers of our Shalom Church School. 
Such a warm welcome as garlands were 
placed around my neck and all of the children 
threw handfuls of yellow petals in the year (or 
directly at me) – it was a blizzard of color and a 
symphony of joyful sound! 
 
I was reduced to tears of joy when I saw them 
after being away for two years.  They are so 
well-qualified and dedicated, and love the    
student so very much.  This is evident in how 
well the children achieve and make excellent if 
not outstanding grades.  From lower             
kindergarten (3-4 years old) through second 
grade, the little children recited Bible verses 
and sang Sunday school songs as I walked 
from classroom to classroom. I examined their 
workbooks showing their beautiful penmanship 
and skills.  Next week I will visit all of the other 
classrooms in greater length. 
 
New signs are posted on campus that it is    
English spoken only. From three years old 
through high school (junior college in their 
terms), all of the students can now              
communicate with me.  They also know their 
local language of Telugu and the national    
language of Hindi.  Cast offs of this culture 
whose lives are being changed forever thanks 
to your partnership and prayers  

These children are from the filthiest slums with 
illiterate parents who earn perhaps one dollar a 
day at the most and live in the most       
horrendous unsanitary conditions. Most are 
semi orphaned and many are orphaned and 
thus 450 of the 700 live in our hostel. 
 

So little can do so much for so many. Since the 
school has been around for almost 20 years, I 
am able to see the results.  I will visit with one 
of our girls who has just completed her fourth 
year of medical training and will start in her 
residency in the new school year, another who 
has finished pharmaceutical training and now 
desires to continue toward her masters,        
another who has finished his engineering     
degree and is now gainfully employed thereby 
helping his entire family and extended family. 
 

Have a blessed and joyful weekend knowing 
that your prayers are doing miracles to change 
an entire community – I wish I could bring you 
along with me to witness this ... so I will do it 
through email instead. 
 

Matthew 25:44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 

see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 

sick or in prison, and did not help you?’45 “He will reply, 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least 

of these, you did not do for me.’ 



P A G E  F O U R  AGLC MESSENGER 

We all pray--but would you like to take this spiritual 
practice to a new level? 
We all read our Bibles--but would you like to      
connect with God's Word in a more meaningful 
way?  Then, ladies, please plan to attend our       
annual Women's Retreat... 
       "Praying in Color--Illustrating My Faith." 
 

The retreat, which will be held here at Amazing 
Grace, will begin on Friday evening, Feb. 24, as we 
gather from 6:30-8:30 pm. 
The next day, Saturday, Feb. 25, we will meet again 
at church from 8:30 am-3:30 pm. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Connie Denninger, 
a  Christ Follower, Family Life Educator,  
Visual Faith Coach. and Retreat Leader who is at 
the forefront of the Visual Faith and Bible Journaling 
community.  She will introduce us to Praying in 
Color, a spiritual practice that connects us to God in 
new ways and enriches our prayer time as we talk 
to God with visual aids and listen for Him to talk to 
us. She will also teach us about Bible Journaling, 
writing and drawing in the margins of our Bibles and 
journals as we meditate on His Word and how it  
applies to each of us.     
 

You will experience a wonderful way to grow your 
faith and relationship with the Lord, and you will 
leave the retreat with the tools to continue this  
spiritual practice at home. 
 

Everyone will receive a copy of the book "Pray and 
Color" by Sybil MacBeth, colored pencils, 
and other creating utensils.   
A continental breakfast and lunch from Li'l Bits Cafe 
will be served.  The cost is $35 per person.  
  
Register now to reserve your seat and invite your 
family and friends.   
You won't want to miss this special event! 
 

 

CHILI BONFIRE AT LABAGH”S      
SAT. Jan. 28th            

Mark your calendars 
Sign up TODAY! (Fellowship area) 

We all pray--but would you like to take this spiritual 
practice to a new level? 
We all read our Bibles--but would you like to      
connect with God's Word in a more meaningful 
way?  Then, ladies, please plan to attend our       
annual Women's Retreat... 
       "Praying in Color--Illustrating My Faith." 
 

The retreat, which will be held here at Amazing 
Grace, will begin on Friday evening, Feb. 24, as we 
gather from 6:30-8:30 pm. 
The next day, Saturday, Feb. 25, we will meet again 
at church from 8:30 am-3:30 pm. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Connie Denninger, 
a  Christ Follower, Family Life Educator,  
Visual Faith Coach. and Retreat Leader who is at 
the forefront of the Visual Faith and Bible Journaling 
community.  She will introduce us to Praying in 
Color, a spiritual practice that connects us to God in 
new ways and enriches our prayer time as we talk 
to God with visual aids and listen for Him to talk to 
us. She will also teach us about Bible Journaling, 
writing and drawing in the margins of our Bibles and 
journals as we meditate on His Word and how it  
applies to each of us.     
 

You will experience a wonderful way to grow your 
faith and relationship with the Lord, and you will 
leave the retreat with the tools to continue this  
spiritual practice at home. 
 

Everyone will receive a copy of the book "Pray and 
Color" by Sybil MacBeth, colored pencils, 
and other creating utensils.   
A continental breakfast and lunch from Li'l Bits Cafe 
will be served.  The cost is $35 per person.  
  
Register now to reserve your seat and invite your 
family and friends.   
You won't want to miss this special event! 

As always we need your help to serve in various ways:  

Parking attendants Hosts, Ushers...Please check the 

signup sheets in the Fellowship Area 

      SAVE THE DATE! Sat. March 25 

 

      PROCEEDS WILL BE USED TO:                        

~Help supplement the tuition of a needy child attending our 

future ECC                       

~Support the needs of the ECC 

     GOLFERS: 

~Let your friends, neighbors know to save the date      

~Sign up your foursomes at the registration table in the    

Fellowship area. 

     NON-GOLFERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP:                   

~At registration table, displaying donated raffle items     

~Run the putting green contest                       

~Set up sponsor signs on the holes       

~With light set-up duties at banquet 

     VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO:                              

~ Seek hole sponsors and raffle gift donations              
 

CHECK OUT THE GOLF REGISTRATION TABLE  

  WEEKLY AS MORE                     

 SIGN-UP SHEETS WILL APPEAR! 

THIRD ANNUAL AGLC 

BENEFIT GOLF SCRAMBLE 



P A G E  F I V E  
AGLC MESSENGER 

  

~In November we did the Bountiful Blessings food collection 

and  divided it between Wildwood Food Pantry and Love INC’s 

Centsible  Food Pantry. We thank everyone for your donation 

of food. 

~ “Surviving the Holidays”  was a onetime program that we did 

in December before Christmas.  What a  blessing to see how 

well received it was.  This GriefShare  program was just what 

the people who attended needed to help them cope with the         

holiday.   

~The Angel Tree  was a great success and many children were 

blessed by what you did, thank you. 

A 13 week GriefShare  program started at Amazing Grace in 

January. We are getting people who will benefit greatly from 

this program.  This is ongoing so if you missed week 1 just 

come when you can.  You will benefit from whatever week you 

join us. 

~Clothed with Christ’s Love was able to supply the Wildwood 

Elementary School closet with much needed clothing items.   

~Disaster Team Ministry  will have the Florida Department 

of Health do an extensive “Active Bystander” training.  Please 

see more information on our web site. This training will be 

Tuesday January 31st, 2-6 pm.  Space limited so please sign 

up. This is very valuable information, please try to attend. 

  

JAN Chili Bonfire 

   Don Wharton Concert 

FEB  Celebration Sun/Cong Mtg. 

     Accelerated Reader Ice Cream Social 

  Foundation Workshop 

  New Member Sunday 

MAR Celebration Service 

  Fellowship Game Night 

  Jamie Jorge Concert 

APR Youth Yard Sale 

  2016 Women’s Retreat 

     Spiritual Gifts Workshop 

     CPR/AED training 

MAY Celebration Brkf.—5th grdrs/Wildwood  

     Drs. Chandra & Leala Bose/India 

   JULY   Natl Youth Gathering, New Orleans 

   SEPT   Foundations Workshop 

  New Member Sunday 

  Spiritual Gifts Workshop 

OCT   “Virtual” Prayer Vigil 

  “The Story” Begins 

  Music Serving the Word Ministries Concert 

  Octoberfest/Congregational Mtg 

NOV   Foundations Workshop 

  Election Day Prayer Vigil 

  New Member Sunday 

  Spiritual Gifts Workshop 

  Bountiful Blessings-Wildwood Food Pantry 

DEC   Surviving the Holidays/GriefShare 

                                                  

Reflecting 

on  

2016 

HUMAN CARE MINISTRY– Jan Poch 

REFLECTIONS 

Christmas  

Caroling  

2016 



   OUR MISSION: Transforming lives through Christ for 
Today and Eternity by Inviting, Inspiring and Involving. 

   Church Schedule                                                     
    8:00 Traditional Worship   
    9:00 and 11:15  Fellowship                    
    9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School          
  10:15 Praise Worship   
  10:15 Children’s Church    

                             
                           

  
 Phone: 352-748-1201   
     Website: www.amazinggracelc.org                                                 

 4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl 34484 

                               AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

NOTE:  Cathy Driller is handling all ads for Amazing Grace.  If you need to publicize an 

event at Amazing Grace, or your group at church has blessed the community in some way, 

and you’d like to share it, contact Cathy at 719-660-8552 or ecdriller@gmail.com. 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

    YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

Altar Guild  
  Sue Livingston 352-399-2236 
Children’s Education 
 Linda Scholfield  352-307-3063 
Life Groups 
  Joanne Robinson 309-922-7346 
Fellowship  
  Pat Heinz         414-421-0794 
Human Care 
  Jan Poch         508-982-6337 
Membership 
  Terry Bleau         352-259-7528 
Outreach 
  Lois Schaefer     352-750-5839 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Bill Donaldson  Pr 352-561-4154   
Jeff Robinson, VP 309-922-7346 
Marla Adrian, Sec 407-927-8845 
Ron Poch Treas    352-245-1842  
Ted Templeton     414-940-6004 
Jim Bleau         352-259-7528 
Sandy Sanders    314-651-3353 

Property 
  Mark Winka            314-717-4133 
Stewarding 
  Ron Biel  352-399-5015 
Youth 
  Pastor Rockey        352-391-3363 
 
     YOUR STAFF     352-748-1201 
Pastor Rockey          352-391-3363 
Adm. Asst. Donna Batard 
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman 

 
      YOUR DEACONS 
Lois Clymer  215-718-3570 
Ralph Grewe  352-753-8085 
Wanda Pierce 352-391-9791 
Bob Renner  770-380-4617 
Bill Schaidt  352-391-1008 

 January 19 –31 

Martha Rockey  19  

Elizabeth Rockey 21 

Lori Rockey  22 

Heidi Zerbe  22 

 

February  
Gayle Korfonta   4 

Jim Pierce   5 

Pam Wahl   6 

Alvin Corgard   8 

George Johnson   8 

Kathy Renner  12 

Diane Barnes  14 

Jan Page   19 

Laurie Ullery  19 

James Wahl  19 

Karen Sanders  24 

Carol Seelbinder  28 

January 

Jeff & Joanne Robinson   8 

Stephen & Pam Long   9 

Earl & Dorothy Morris  11 

Ray & Suzanne Brown  30 

  

February 

Kim & Gary Gramman   2 

Bing & Nazreen Mohammed 13 

Alvin & Harriet Corgard 17 

Bill & Roberta Schaidt 27     

 

 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO JOIN A LIFE GROUP! 
 

Sun.- 6 pm—Amazing Grace  
Wed.--7pm-Amazing Grace 
Thurs.-1 pm-Amazing Grace 


