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   THE REFORMATION CONTINUES 

 The word “Reformation” still brings to mind 

images and excitement whenever we hear it. We picture 

a  determined German monk nailing his ninety-five  

theses to the Wittenberg church door and later, taking 

his stand before the emperor and church representatives 

at Worms. What he said and did in the 1500s quite       

literally changed the history of the church and the 

world. Powerful and exciting 

stuff.                  

Now this may surprise some 

of you, but the Reformation 

didn’t start with Martin     

Luther, nor did it end with 

him. Rather, what happened 

was this: From the beginning the church faced a variety 

of challenges which threatened to destroy the teaching 

it had received from the Lord. To these challenges the 

church would respond.  Some of the better known 

threats where dealt with through councils such as Nicea 

in 325 AD which was a response to divisions over the 

nature of Christ.   

Sadly, such challenges continued to threaten the truths of 

the faith, and to such there was a response.               

 Even before Luther’s time, the church’s response 

to the challenges it faced had become so insistent that  

response had turned into reformation. With Luther this 

response reached its high point, and since Luther the 

church has continued to face even more challenges to 

which it must respond.  Response, then, still leads to 

reformation, to re-forming or correcting the teachings of 

the Christian faith bringing them in line with God’s 

truth. As attacks and false teachings continue to arise, 

the church is in a sense always in the process of being 

reformed.                 

 When Luther came on the scene, his response to 

the blatant sin & false teaching in the church was in 

many ways like the response of 

many others before him. But it 

was also different. Luther didn’t 

start out by condemning the    

immorality and the love of    

money in the church.   Rather, he 

started out by responding to the 

spiritual condition in his own heart. He started with his 

own need to be reformed.         

 Here’s where I’d like to focus our attention. We 

all continue to battle against sin, the world and the evil 

one.  We all continue to see in our lives that we are at  

Continued on page 5 



P A G E  T W O  AGLC MESSENGER 

                         

Board Talk… Bill 

         

October 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation Events: 
Oct – Sermon Series, Blessings from the Reformation 
Oct 22 –5pm Dinner & a Movie. "Luther" MGM 2003  
Oct 15 – "Friendship Sunday"  
Oct 15 -  12 noon ELC Ground Breaking 
Oct 29 – 10:15 Joint Service of Celebration, w/pre-service Concert at 9:45 
Oct 29 – 11:30-2:00 Oktoberfest under tent: 16 pc oompah band, food, drinks, games 
 

 

November 
Nov 6, 4-8 pm—New member Foundations Workshop/w dinner 
Nov 12, 9:30 am - Memorial Garden Dedication 
Nov 12, New Member Sunday (both services) 
Nov 13, 5:30-8:00—”Spiritual Gifts” Workshop w/dinner 
Nov 14 – 6pm "A Service of Remembrance" for those grieving loss  
Nov 23 – 7pm Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
Nov/Dec (TBD) – Congregational Meeting to Call an ECC Director 
 

 

December 
Dec 1 – 6-9 pm-ABC (Advent By Candlelight) Women's event 
Dec 7 – "Surviving the Holidays" a gift to those grieving during the holidays 
Dec 12 – Eirinn Abu Concert at AGLC 
Dec 6, 13, 20 – Midweek Advent Worship 5:30 and Dinner at 6:15 
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship, Two services! 7:00 & 9:00 
Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship 5:30 
 

 

January 
Jan – Sermon Series "Joining Jesus on His Mission" 

 
 SUNDAY Evening Service Beginning January 7, at 5:30 pm ! 

SAVE 

THE 

DATE 

                                                                                 In September, the Board of Directors approved       

        creation of a Part-Time Youth Director position.  

        We have been blessed over the past years  

        through volunteers or through a couple of      

individuals who weekly led N.O.W. (Night of Worship) with the youth.  But we 

believe the Lord is calling us to better serve our youth and to reach and serve 

the growing community around us.  This position has been approved for 10-12 

hours per week and the funds for this position are coming from existing desig-

nated funds for youth ministry.  Please keep our youth and the process to find 

the right person to lead this going forward in your prayers! 



    P A G E  T H R E E  AGLC MESSENGER 

UP AND COMING 

“LUTHER” The Movie - Join us for “Dinner and a Movie” on Sunday, October 22, at 5PM.   
 
 A powerful Biography of Martin Luther, the 16th-century priest who led the 
Christian Reformation and opened up new possibilities in exploration of faith. 
The film begins with his vow to become a monk, and continues through his 
struggles to reconcile his desire for sanctification with his increasing              
abhorrence of the corruption and hypocrisy pervading the Church's hierarchy. 
He is ultimately charged with heresy and must confront the ruling cardinals and 
princes, urging them to make the Scriptures available to the common believer 
and lead the Church toward faith through justice and righteousness. Reviews 
stated:  “Epic, ravishingly beautiful” – The New York Times.”  “Engrossing, 
Compelling, Powerful” – Movie Guide.        
       Join us and BRING A FRIEND.   
           Call the office to sign up today (748-1201)                                               

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY is October 15.  Bring a Friend and share with them what you know and 
have – God’s love!  Our theme will be “Grace Alone” as we continue our month long Series on the 
“Blessings of the Reformation.”  In a world where  so many are lead to believe that they must some-
how become “acceptable” to God through their own efforts, or worse yet, believe there is no way to 
have a relationship with God…What better message to share than that we are “Saved by Grace 
Alone!”   Special Worship with a wonderful time of fellowship to follow. 
 
 
 
GROUND BREAKING – Our permits have been approved and site work will begin this week.  
Please join us in celebrating God’s provision and blessings by joining us at NOON !  
Come pray and praise the Lord with us!  A special Reception will follow the 10:15 Service. 

FOUNDATIONS WORKSHOP  
November 6, 4-8PM—Dinner provided 
 

 New Member Sunday  
 November 12 

 Spiritual Gifts Workshop  
 November 14, 5:30   



N.O.W. (Night of Worship) YOUTH TRANSFORMERS-Wednesday’s. 7 pm 

P A G E  F O U R  
AGLC MESSENGER 

We laughed 

The Youth spend an evening of 
fun at the Eisold home,                  

July 10, 2017. 

Celebrating Olivia’s birthday 
and playing games. 

“Summer Confirmation Retreat in Naples, Florida. 
 
While exploring and learning the teachings of our Christian 

faith, growing in friendship, the youth also worked with Pelican 
Lutheran Church in conducting “English Classes” for Spanish 
immigrants.  They also canvassed the area inviting people to 

church and the various ministries of the church. 

 

 

They also canvassed the area 
inviting people to church and 
to the various ministries of 
the church. 
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            MORE THAN A FELLOWSHIP AREA…look around, discover... 

                     “God’s Flowers” Art Wall 
 
 
Do you spend time worrying and fretting?  Please read 
Matthew 6, verses 27-34.  Jesus here says that our Father in 
heaven takes care of the flowers that He created so      
beautifully, and He will certainly take care of YOU!   
 
This art display, all photography from members of The   
Villages Photography Club, asks you to think about the 
beauty of God’s flowers, about God’s care for the flowers, 
and God’s love and care for you.   
 
For more information, please call the artist at the number 
listed on the exhibit sheet that is posted.   

the same time saint (forgiven through Christ) and      

sinner.  We easily forsake making the time to allow 

God’s Word to mold and shape us, to reveal to us our 

sin and our need for the saving work of Christ.  We   

allow the world, culture and our own reason to lead us 

away from the true teachings of God.                            

 So this year, as we celebrate the blessings of the 

Reformation 500 years ago, may we also see this as a 

reminder of the continuing need for a reformation – a 

reformation in our individual lives and within the church 

as well.  Let us hold firmly to what we believe, teach and 

confess…the truths that are revealed in God’s holy 

Word.  Rejoicing in the Grace of God through Christ 

alone,                     

       

   Pastor Rockey 

On the wall by Room 101, the Amazing Grace Early Learning Center...A Novel Journey  
depicting Financial growth of ELC. 
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REFORMATION  SUNDAY  

&    OKTOBERFEST 
 

500 Years…and It’s Still All About Jesus! 
 

9:45 Pre-Worship Music w/brass, Choir, Praise Team & More 
10:15 Service of Celebration (NO 8am worship) 

 

Then Join us for Oktoberfest at 11:45 
Brats, All Beef Hot Dogs 

German Potato Salad, Red Cabbage, Garden Salad 
Baked Beans, German Desserts and more 

 

Special Music with a 16 Piece Oompa Band, 
Special Guest – Katie Luther! 

Horse Shoes, Corn Hole, and Other Fun Events 
All under Tents on the Grounds of AGLC 

 
SIGN UP TODAY by Calling 748-1201 (Need numbers for 

food) 
Also, please consider signing up for 

helping set up, serve or food 
needed food items. 

God writes the Gospel not in the 

Bible alone, but also on trees, and 

in the flowers and clouds and stars.  

AND Our Lord has written the 

promise of resurrection, not in 

books alone, but in every leaf in 

springtime. ~Luther 

      

Advent by Candlelight 2017 
   “Flight into Egypt” featuring Jill O’Neill, vocalist  

                                   Friday, Dec. 1, 2017               
~ 5:30 Doors open       ~ 6:00 Program begins  

 

         Women, don’t miss this year’s ABC!  
You will experience candlelight, decorated tables -- and inspiring Christmas 
music and message!  Jill O’Neill, our featured vocalist, is an  accomplished 
singer who performs in area concerts, musical theater, and the squares. She 
will lead us in carols as well as bring us Christmas joy with her solos.  

 

Will you be a hostess for ABC? Or a co-hostess?       Or, could you help in the kitchen for the event?  
      As a hostess, you will:       
*Set a Christmas table for 8 guests,  
*Invite friends who have no church connection, or who are looking for a church home, or who are 
 new in your neighborhood.  
*Fill out a complete registration form for each guest who accepts your invitation.  
*Turn in the registration form at church to the ABC committee AND write your guest’s name on 
 your table-list. You do NOT have to fill your table.  
 

    Registration closes November 19th.  
                      Sign up to be a hostess, OR Sign up to help in the kitchen.  
   Men, sign up to wait on tables and to help with parking.  



P A G E  S E V E N  

 
 

AGLC MESSENGER 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

Walk over to the Memorial Garden -see the progress that’s 
been made. 

 

"Amazing Grace's Human Care Ministry provided 120 
new polo shirts to Wildwood Middle High School in       
August! 
More than 80% of the students at WWMHS live in       
poverty and at times have outgrown school appropriate 
clothes or just lack the ability to buy what they need. 
AGLC Clothed in Christ's Love is a project of our Human 
Care Ministry under Jan Poch.  These new shirts helped 
to stock the school's clothing closet and is a simple way 
that we can share Christ's love and provision!  Each shirt 
also had a label saying "A Gift to You From Your Friends 
at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church."                            
   Transforming lives...that's Amazing Grace. 

TRANSFORMING LIVES 

Bob Scholfield presenting     
Martha Rockey with his      
handmade quilt, made with love 
and prayers for recovery. 

If you enjoy Kenny G...you will 
enjoy this performance! 

 Help the Homeless ...      
 Need by November 12 Stepping Stones Mission in Atlanta.  

• blankets & heavy jackets (e.g., parkas) zipper jackets, windbreakers 

• socks & underwear 

• men's shoes 

• long pants for men 

• polo, button and t-shirts for men 

• hotel-size toiletries                    
We will also deliver fleece-tied-blankets made on Monday afternoons  by Wom-
en of Grace. 

 

Prayerfully consider joining us on our mission trip November 16-18 - we have 
space for up to 3 more - please contact Lois Schaefer if you would like to be 
part of the team 352-250-6541  

Deposit in the 
container in the 
Fellowship Area. 

A surprise visit to Amazing 
Grace by Martin Luther!! 

The Benefit Concert for the Amazing Grace 
Early Learning Center was a HUGE success.  
This fundraiser brought in over $3500 for our 
ELC. 

For the 
Kids 
Benefit 
Concert 
Wed, Oct 11 



   OUR MISSION: Transforming lives through Christ for 
Today and Eternity by Inviting, Inspiring and Involving. 

   Church Schedule                                                     
    8:00 Traditional Worship   
    9:00 and 11:15  Fellowship                    
    9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School          
  10:15 Praise Worship   
  10:15 Children’s Church    

4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl  34484   
 

        www.amazinggracelc.org       
    

352-748-1201 

                               AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

NOTE:  If you need to publicize an event 

at Amazing Grace, or your group at 

church has blessed the community in 

some way, and you’d like to share it,   

contact the church office. 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

    YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

Altar Guild  
Janice Pena                
Ruth Collver           
Children’s Education 
 Linda Scholfield     352-307-3063 
Life Groups 
  Joanne Robinson 309-922-7346 
Fellowship  
  open           
Human Care 
  Jan Poch          508-982-6337 
Membership 
  Terry Bleau          352-259-7528 
Outreach 
  Lois Schaefer      352-750-5839 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Robinson, PR   309-922-7346  
Sandy Sanders VP 314-651-3353 
Peg Ludwig, Sec    336-259-5449  
Ron Poch Treas     352-245-1842   
Marla Adrian           407-927-8845 
Marie Schriefer       352-399-5200 
Ted Templeton       414-940-6004 

Property 
  Mark Winka            314-717-4133 
Stewarding 
  Ron Biel  352-399-5015 
Youth 
  Pastor Rockey        352-391-3363 
 

     YOUR STAFF     352-748-1201 
Pastor Rockey          352-391-3363 
Adm. Asst. Donna Battard 
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman 

 

      YOUR DEACONS 
Lois Clymer  215-718-3570 
Ralph Grewe  352-753-8085 
Wanda Pierce 352-391-9791 
Bob Renner  770-380-4617 
 

 
OCTOBER    
Dan Dittberner/Gayle Korfonta 4 
Doug & Nancy Brodbeck    7     
Don & Dana Ruland    13 
Bob & Linda Scholfield      14    
Bob & Sandy VanHam      15 
 
NOVEMBER                  
Jay & Molly Boatman           5    
Bob & Barb DeLong           23  
John & Diana Dawe           26  
Pastor & Martha                 29   
Steve & Lori Rockey           29 

 

OCTOBER                            
Jan Poch   1   
Bernie Bork   2     
Marla Adrian   3        
Grace Gramman  3       
Michael LaPointe  3       
Edythe Bork   4       
Forrest King   5      
Ray Brown  10    

Dave Labagh  10     
Brenda Page       14   
HarrietCorgard     20    
Jeff Robinson  21      
Bob Renner  22  
Chris Donaldson 25  
Bob Killmorgen  26    
Jan Grewe  28    
Jane Nodar  31 

NOVEMBER                 
Kathy Pelletier   1 
Richard Rheinhardt  1  
John Beelke   4  
Roy Zerbe   5  
John Wolf  11  
Don Ruland  12  
Carol Hefty  13 
Gail Farr  15 
Ruth Weber  16 
Dan Dittberner  17  
Pete Gemuenden 17 
Richard Rehmert 18 
Glen Weible  18 
Beth Fye  19 
Lyle Mueller  21 
Lois Schaefer  23  
Marilyn Harris  28 
Julia Rockey  29 

Liz Johnson  30 
Orville Weber  30 


