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LESSONS FROM FOOTBALL 

In the movie “Any Given Sunday”, Al Pacino plays an   
aging NFL coach. Toward the end of the movie, he gives 
a halftime speech about how football, like life, is a game 
of inches:  “… The inches we need are everywhere around 
us. On this team we fight for that inch. On this team we 
tear ourselves and everyone else around us to pieces for 
that inch. Because we know when we add up all those 
inches, that's gonna make the difference between winning 
and losing!" 

Sure, a long pass or a return kickoff to the end zone are 
exciting. But in between the big plays are a lot of short 
ones, and those short plays are often decided by a matter 
of inches. 

Following Jesus often feels the same way. Baptism,    
confirmation, or finally understanding how much God 
loves you — are like the big play that make it to the        
highlight reel on SportsCenter. But other next steps feel 
more like first downs—not so exciting but still moving us 
closer to the goal of becoming more like Jesus. 

As we begin a new “Season”, let us consider these two 
lessons we can learn from football:                                    
1. Small Choices now can lead to “highlight” moments 
later.  In coaching, ESPN and other networks will often 
televise the introduction of a new head coach  Yet this 
moment is not possible without the roles that prepared the 
coach to be a head coach, like the hours as a low paid 
graduate assistant or living behind the scenes as a      
special teams coordinator. 

We sometimes see or hear stories of how someone invit-
ed a friend to church and his or her life was changed. 
These stories are rightly celebrated!  In truth, all of us 
would like to impact someone’s life in a similar way. It 
takes small steps to be prepared. It can be as simple as 
memorizing one verse and being prepared to share it in 
the moment. I can be remaining faithful in one’s own daily 
Bible reading or devotions and letting that Word speak to 
us so that we might share it with another. Many small acts 
can lead to the highlight moments. 

1 Samuel 17:34-35 says, “But David said to Saul, ‘[I 
have] been keeping [my] father’s sheep. When a lion or 
a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I 
went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its 
mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, 
struck it and killed it.’”  David faithfully served where he 
was. He also used opportunities as a shepherd—a low-
level job—to prepare himself for bigger moments, like 
when he faced Goliath in battle. He knew God was 
equipping him to do things. David didn’t know the battle 
with Goliath was upcoming, but he focused on being  
excellent wherever he was each day. 

2. Fundamentals build the foundation.  As a coach, you have 
to build your team up. In the game of football, defenses 
have to defend against multiple types of offense, but  
before you can teach them to defend anything, they 
must learn how to tackle. It is a skill that is a simple    
expectation by fans, but every coach knows how        
important at every level it is to practice tackling. Tackling 
is a fundamental element of football that leads to       
success. Well here are three fundamentals that are         
important to practice as followers of Christ: 

Prayer – learning how to listen and communicate with 
God and asking Him to work in and through you. Ask 
Him to reveal to you where & who He has prepared for 
you to be present in someone’s life. 
Reading the Bible – Here we also learn to listen to what 
God is saying. Here we get fed and strengthened for the 
next round of plays.  Here we keep our eyes on the goal 
– to not only know and love our Lord, but to make Him 
known and share His love with all. 
Serving – This reminds us that it’s not a set of have-to’s, 
but it is about us loving and serving our God by helping 
other people connect with Jesus and experience His 
love! 

Looking for opportunities to apply these fundamentals in 
your life can not only make a difference for you, but it 
will make a difference in the lives of others. It is through 
being faithful with the fundamentals that we prepared 
and God can turn those “inches” into “highlight           
moments!   

The inches—every small choice we make—can be the 
difference between winning and losing. As a Christian, 
we know that in Christ we win, but we must also        
continue to fight for those inches, so that others may 
receive the salvation that can only be found with Jesus.   

Fighting for those inches, that others too may win! 
                                 Pastor Rockey 

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1SA.17.34-35.ESV
https://newspring.cc/prayer
http://newspring.cc/bible
http://newspring.cc/serving


AGLC MESSENGER P A G E  T W O  

YOUTH 
The LCMS National Youth Gathering (NYG) took place 
July 11-15, 2019 in Minneapolis, MN. This year Julia 
Rockey, Fall Kuhn, Kaitlin Rockey, & Olivia Kuhn      
attended with Elizabeth Rockey as their Primary Adult 
Leader guiding them in Bible study, devotion, and  
community activities. During the five days of the    
Gathering, youth spent time together in God’s word, 
worship, service, and fellowship with others from 
across the Synod. They laughed, ate, & grew closer to 
God & each other through morning sessions, group 
time, mass events, and event time with the Lutheran 
Comfort Dogs. They enjoyed the city sights including 
the Mall of America and Minnehaha Falls.  
The Amazing Grace 
youth are so thankful for 
your support at their  
Valentines Dinner,      
financial support in the 
church  budget and give 
thanks for your prayers 

as they learned more about the real love and presence of 
God. Amazing Grace’s support is appreciated and it is the 
girls’ hope you too experience our Real. Present. God.  

Youth Ministry is for you… 

Friends, Fun, Food and more! 

Call Pastor Rockey, 391-3363 for more info. 

Bring a friend and come join us— 

Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0


P A G E  T H R E E  AGLC MESSENGER 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

         Reach Out with the Warmth of a Prayer Shawl 
 
Consider giving a Prayer Shawl to someone recovering from illness, injury, surgery, or    
a medical treatment; someone who is grieving or mourning; someone who is rejoicing 
over a marriage, pregnancy or birth; anyone recovering from addictions or difficult      
circumstances; someone moving to assisted living or special care; or, anyone in need 
of prayer.   May the warmth of Jesus’ loving arms enfold them!   
 
Anyone may take a shawl to give to someone in need.  Select one from the rack in the 
Fellowship Area near the conference room.  Sign the register that you have taken a 
shawl, and to whom it will be given.  
  
Prayer Shawls are knitted or crocheted with love and prayer in each stitch.  Patterns of three stitches    
represent the Father, Son & Holy Spirit, in whose name we pray.   A cross charm is worked into a corner 
of each shawl, along with a label saying, “Hand Made with Prayers to Comfort You – Amazing Grace      
Lutheran Church”  Thank you  to over 20 women who have been knitting or crocheting prayer shawls!    
  
If you would like to learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls, we will teach you.      
 Please contact Lois Clymer 215-718-3570 ToLois@aol.com 
 

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands – yes, establish the work 
of our hands!   Psalm 90:17 

As we enter into October and many start to return, the activities of                             

AGLC Women’s Ministry are beginning to pick up.  Listed below are some activities that 

are being planned that we hope you will pencil in on your calendar.  

 

October 17
th

 – The women of Amazing Grace have been invited by the ladies of New 

Covenant United Methodist Church to hear Carole Wolaver, “The Pottery Lady” speak.  

She leads in Bible Study about how God shapes and molds us as she sits at her pottery 

wheel creating pottery from a lump of clay. Tickets are $15 and available at ncumcfl.com. 

November 3
rd

 – Following the late service, we will host a Baby Shower with light lunch, to 

benefit Redeeming Life Maternity Home for Single Pregnant Women in Crisis.  Sheryl 

DeWitt, Executive Director at Redeeming Life, will be our guest speaker. 

December 6
th

 – Advent by Candlelight evening event with a special guest vocalist. 

Early January – Day trip to the Stetson Mansion in Deland to tour and view the       

Christmas decorations.  (date to be determined) 

Late January / Early February – Day trip to Redeeming Life Maternity Home, Sanford. 

(date to be determined) 

Friday evening and Saturday, February 28-29
th

 – Women’s Retreat led by returning 

presenter, Connie Denninger of Visual Faith Ministries. 

Looking forward to seeing old friends and making new ones as we grow together in our 

faith.                 

 For more information contact Pat Wallinger 414-732-1232 

mailto:ToLois@aol.com


 
     We would like to have volunteers every morning and after 
     noon to greet parents, answer phones, take deliveries, or   
     possibly do some light filing or paperwork.  If you are                 
      interested in finding out more, please attend our 
 

Early Learning Center Volunteer Meeting 
Monday, October 7  5:30 – 7:30 

A light supper will be served 
 

Attendance is not a commitment to serve, just a way to find out the requirements and       
expectations. 
 
If you prefer to work behind the scenes, we are in need of someone to steam clean our   
carpets and teacher chairs.  We have the steam cleaner, just need someone who is willing 
to take the time (on a weekend) to do it!  It would not all have to be done at once.               
If you are interested, please contact Director Julie Bedard  352-350-6449 or   
     elc.director@amazinggracelc.org 
 
On a personal note, I am thrilled that Aimee Dierks has accepted the Call to be my         
successor as Director.  I believe that she will be a huge blessing in taking the ELC on its 
next steps of service.  My last day at Amazing Grace will be October 31.  In the meantime,  
I am still trying to sell my home and find a job in New Orleans and appreciate your prayers 
in that regard.  I still have much to do to have everything ready for Aimee.  She is going to 
be overwhelmed at the support, prayers and encouragement she will receive from all of 
you, just as I have been. 

mailto:elc.director@amazinggracelc.org


LIFE GROUP (Small Group) FACILITATOR TRAINING 

Since the beginning of AGLC, before we even began to worship, Bible  

Study Groups were at the core of what we did. 

Small Group Bible Studies are a place of: 

Community, growing as followers of Christ, prayer, laughter & friendship. 

A “church” is meant to be more than a place of just coming & going for worship.                 

Instead, the “church” is meant to be a family.   

A place where we walk in faith, share our lives, and experience  

Christ’s love together. 

Did you know that you can lead (facilitate) a Life Group? 

Facilitators don’t have all the answers, but help participants in a group explore God’s  

Word, listen to the Spirit and discover how faith and life are meant to be merged. 

Join Pastor Rockey in this four-week experiential Small Group. 

Thursdays 9/19, 9/26, 10/3, 10/10 from 4:30-6:00PM 

SIGN UP TODAY or Call Pastor with Questions 391-3363 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOW ME HOW TO DISCIPLE 

 You’ve heard us talk about “Joining Jesus on His Mission”. 

Yet the idea of coming alongside of someone to help them discover, learn and grow in 

faith…so that…they too can then do the same. 

This scares many of us! 

 Yet this is just what Jesus did with His disciples.  He spent time with    

 them talking,  exploring the Word, in prayer, modeling and then     

 sending them out to do the same.    Well, this is still God’s call on us today! 

 So are you willing to experience this personally and then be  supported as you        

disciple others?  

If so, then join Pastor’s – Show Me How GroupTuesdays from 8:15-9:30 over Coffee 

(Location TBD). 

Group is limited to 5. Meets 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesdays.  Starts Oct 15

th
. 

Call Pastor Rockey 391-3363 to learn more or to Sign Up. 



P A G E  S I X  AGLC MESSENGER 

UP & COMING 

 

 

 

       Saturday October 12 

Time to Start putting aside items! 

Proceeds will go towards our Costa Rica  
Mission Team trip in November. 

(Sorry – no items can be dropped off at 
church until Sunday, Oct. 6, after church) 

BECOME A MEMBER 

Join our mission… 

“Experience Christ’s Love.                       

Live it. Share it.” 

PASTOR’S FOUNDATION WORKSHOP  

for people being led to become members 

with us is 

Tuesday, October 8, 4-8pm  

(dinner provided) 

SIGN UP at Table in Fellowship Area 

SANCTITY OF LIFE  FORUM  

 Wednesday Oct 23 - 3:30pm  

We live in a time when the value of life has been lost…  

Where the value of life is determined by someone’s interpretation of “quality”, or another   

person’s life is considered more valuable than another.  

This shows up both at the beginning of life, in the midst of life with issues like chronic        

disease or handicaps or end of life. This forum is an opportunity to explore what God says, 

how we apply His Word and will to our lives, how to respond as Christ-followers, and to be a 

voice in the midst of these realities.  Join us as we respond and love as the Light of Christ. 

 

            OPPORTUNITIES TO          

GROW…SERVE…LEAD…EXPERIENCE  
 

Tuesday, Oct 8, 4-8pm    

   New Member-Foundation Workshop        

 with dinner 

Saturday, Oct 12, 7:30-Noon  

   Mission Team (Costa Rica) Yard Sale               

Donations can be brought beginning Oct.6th. 

Starts Tuesday, Oct 15, 8:15-9:30am           

aShow Me How to Disciple (1st & 3rd Tues) 

Thursdays 9/19-10/10, 4:30-6pm                   

Life Group (Small Group) Facilitator Training 

Sunday, October 20  

   New Member Sunday –              

Tuesday, October 22, 5-8pm  

   Spiritual Gifts Workshop w/dinner  

Wednesday, Oct 23 at 3:30pm         

   Sanctity of Life Forums           

Sunday, October 27—10:15am         

 One Worship Service,  Reformation &   

 Installation of Aimee Dierks 

Sunday, October 27, 11:30-1:30pm                                          

 Oktoberfest 



P A G E  S E V E N  AGLC MESSENGER 

UP & COMING 
 

BETHEL SERIES –  Bible Study 

 
Do you think you know your Bible? Can you answer these questions: 

Why did God put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden knowing mankind would fall? 
Israel was God's chosen people, but what were they chosen for? 
What were the two primary tasks the prophets were called to do? 
Why was it the right time in history for Jesus to come? 
What was the primary distraction Jesus came to speak against? 
What and who is the church? 

 
Come to the Bethel Series Bible Study and get these and many other questions answered. The Bethel   
series comprises 20 Old Testament and 20 New Testament lessons each centered around a major theme 
of the Bible. Each lesson comes with an incredible picture illustrating the major theme. The Bethel series is 
unique and engaging class in the way it presents and makes God’s plan of salvation from creation to the 
last day come alive! 
 
In 2019-20 we will work through the 20 OT Lessons beginning October 8 & 10 and finishing in early March.  
The NT Lessons will be offered in the Fall of 2020.  
 
Eric Fehlau, who has been trained in this powerful study will be the leader. Classes will be offered on  
Tuesdays at 3:30 or Thursdays at 6:30 here at AGLC.  We are asking for a $15 donation to help offset the 
cost of this excellent material.  Register TODAY by signing up at the Church or calling 748-1201. 

 
Greetings to all the members and friends of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church. My name is Chris 
Deinert and I have been asked to direct a Choral Choir for our church. In order for you to get to 
know me, I wanted to share a few tidbits---On January 24, 2019, Allen and I began the next    
chapter of our lives by retiring and moving to The Villages from Riverside, CA.  He is a native   
Californian who came to "Little Rhody" from seminary to vicar at St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church in 
Providence, RI. from 1975-76. The rest is history! God has lead us around the country to serve in 
various congregations.  We have been married 42 years, have 4 grown children and 2 beautiful 
granddaughters (with another grandchild on the way!!)  
 
My musical background includes classical piano, singing in choirs, serving as choir accompanist 
and playing the organ (as needed). I had the opportunity for about the last 10 years to direct choir 
and play the pipe organ at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Moreno Valley, CA.  
 
Music is a vital part of worship! Have you ever given any thought to participating in choir?  One 
does NOT need to know how to read music; it helps, but is NOT a requirement to sing praises to 
our Lord. The tentative date for choir to start will be Wednesday October 16. We will be learning 
anthems for Thanksgiving and Christmas and occasional Sundays as we are able! Details will    
follow in future bulletins and newsletters. I welcome questions and look forward in getting to know 
you! My contact info is: Cell: 951-233-7635  Email: cejd756@aol.com 
 
I want choir to be an enjoyable and fun experience blessed by God! We will learn and grow        
together to "Experience Christ's Love...Live It...Share It!”                   Blessings, Chris 

                     Sing Unto the Lord 
                               IT’S CHOIR TIME! 

mailto:cejd756@aol.com


  Church Schedule—Sunday                                                   
    8:00am Traditional Worship   
    9:00am and 11:15am  Fellowship 
    9:15am Bible Study          
  10:15am Praise Worship  
  10:15am Children’s Church 
  10:15am Sunday School 

4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl  34484   
 

        www.amazinggracelc.org       
    

352-748-1201 

                             

   AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

ANNIVERSARIES 

    YOUR AGLC CONTACTS 

Altar Guild  
Janice Pena            816-453-3527          
Ruth Collver            727-519-5356 
Children’s Education 
Linda Scholfield     352-307-3063 
Christian Education 
Dennis Wallinger   414-732-1231 
Life Groups 
Open 
Fellowship  
Devra Diebert (acting)  920-664-1317          
Human Care 
 Open                    
Membership 
Judy Hafer            304-991-4681 
Outreach 
 Lois Schaefer      352-750-5839 
Property 
  Mark Winka         314-717-4133 
Stewarding 
  Adrienne Madison 518-242-6356 
Youth 
  Pastor Rockey        352-391-3363 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Robinson, PR   309-922-7346  
Sandy Sanders VP 314-651-3353 
Peg Ludwig, Sec    336-259-5449  
Ron Poch Treas     352-245-1842   
Lois Clymer           215-718-3570 
Ted Templeton       414-940-6004    
Doug Siebert          920-562-4352    

 

  CHURCH STAFF    352-748-1201 
Church Office Hours 
Tues—Fri: 8:30-3pm 

Pastor Rockey          352-391-3363 
Adm. Asst. Donna Battard 
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman 
 

   EARLY LEARNING CENTER 
               352-350-6449 
Director -Julie Bedard 

 

            YOUR DEACONS 
Ray Cavanaugh       757-713-2287 
Eric Fehlau  219-213-8073 
Ed & Liz Johnson 352-860-1203 
Wanda Pierce 352-391-9791 
Chuck Remus 708-805-4217 
Bob Renner (chair) 770-380-4617  

           

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

John Mitchell      2               
Nathan Page      4               
Mike Olsen  5           
Chris Burns  6             
George Hoppensteadt 6  
Janet Winka  11             
Dale Krauskopf  16             
Bill Schaidt  17         
Brian Barnes  20           
Adrienne Madison 21         
Marie Olsen  21          
Kay Raymond  25          
Betty McDonald  30 
 OCTOBER 
Jan Poch   1            
Bernie Bork  2 
Dawn Langley  2 
Marla Adrian  3 
Grace Gramman  3 
Michael LaPointe  3 
David Pena  3 
Edythe Bork  4 
Charles Witte  4 
Forrest King  5 
Dennis Ewald  7 
Bruce Lamont  7 
Dave Labagh  10 
Brenda Page  14 
Dan Knight  16 
Jeff Robinson  21 
Bob Renner  22 
Terrie Davis  23 
Janice Pena  23 
Chris Donaldson  25 
Bob Kollmorgen  26 
Jan Grewe  28 
Michael Large  29 
Chuck Remus  29 
Carol Fagan  30 
Jane Nodar  31 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Pete & Judie Gemuenden 3    
Adrienne Madison 3 
Bruce Lamont  4 
Dave & Mary Alice Beaty 6 
Pat & Betty McDonald 7 
Sandy Cashman  9 
Michael & Carmen La Pointe 12 
Gail Farr  14 
Rick & Debb Kroninger 15 
Charles & Rachel Witte 18 
Ed & Sue Williams 27 
Jim & Pat Heinz  28 
Ivon & Brenda Page 29 
Ed & Gina Chatterton 30 

OCTOBER 
Doug K& Nancy Brodbeck  7 
Kay Raymond  12 
Don & Dana Ruland 13 
Bob & Linda Scholfield 14 
Sandy & Bob Van Ham 15 
Pat & Carol Fagan 26 

BIRTHDAYS  OUR MISSION 
Experience Christ’s Love. Live It. Share It. 




